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the offices of justice and sheriff, 'being obliged thereby to
arrest and imprison persons, withdrawing only from criminal
causes just before the sentence is given, thereby in effect
acting as judges ; and as sheriffs are bound to execute the
king's orders, however severe, to take part in duels and
judge in cases of bloodshed; all these being forbidden by
the Canons V
Among the bishops who acted as itinerant justices
during this reign were M. Richard le Poore, the energetic
and reforming Bishop of Salisbury, Hugh of Wells, Bishop
of Lincoln, and his brother Jocelin, Bishop of Bath and
Wells, all of whom served on commissions shortly after the
holding of the Lateran Council Later in the reign the
names of Ralph Neville, Bishop of Chichester, Walter
Mauclerc and Silvester Everdon, Bishops of Carlisle, and
M. Benedict Sansetum, Bishop of Rochester,* occur in the
lists of commissions.3 William of York, M. Walter Canti-
lupe, and M. Simon Walton, all of whom afterwards
became bishops, served on commissions while holding one
or more benefices with cure of souls. The number of
abbots is considerably larger than that of bishops. Ran-
dolph, Abbot of Evesham, Simon, Abbot of Reading,
Richard of Kelsey, Abbot of Selby, Peter, Abbot of
Tewkesbury, Alexander of Holderness, Abbot of Peter-
borough, Roger of Scarborough, Abbot of Whitby,
Thomas, Abbot of Winchecumbe, Adam of Aswardby,
Abbot of Bardney, William of Spaldwick, Abbot of
Colchester, Ralph Marsh, Abbot of Croyland, John of
Spalding, Prior of Spalding, are among those who served
as itinerant justices. It was apparently a common practice
for a commission to be headed by an abbot or other eccle-
siastic, who obeyed the letter of the law by withdrawing
from the case just before the pronouncement of the death
sentence.
The subject of the conduct and discipline of the clergy
cannot be dismissed without some reference to those two
very famous decrees of the Lateran Council relating to
1  Col. Papal tetters, i. 155, July 1236 5 see also p. 230.
2  C.P.R. (1216-25), p. 208.                            3 For lists see Foss, Judges